CHAPTER VI

SCHOOLS OF SCULPTURE AND PAINTING

THOUGH it is impossible to classify Buddhist
and Hindu art into distinct schools on the basis
of dogmatic differences, Buddhism in practice,
if not in the essence of its teaching, was more
favourable to the development of the fine arts
than orthodox Hinduism, partly because for
some centuries it had predominant influence in
politics, and thus became more prolific in artistic
creation, and partly because Buddhism in its
origin was a protest against the tendency of
Brahmanical teaching to draw all men away from
the realities of life into the metaphysical atmo-
sphere of spiritualistic speculation. On the other
hand it was Brahmanical thought which even-
tually transformed Buddhist ideals and gave art
in India its peculiar idiomatic expression.

The typical examples already shown are illus-
trative of the principal ideals of Indian art, but
do not give any clear indication of the separate
schools of sculpture which undoubtedly always
existed in India, though it has been commonly
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